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' ¥ ‘The Lye & Woll Trails’
With the demand for hand-made nails in decline in the How to fi - ; N kb | he township of Lye, according to medieval records, derives
early 19th century, other industries sprang up: chain-making, The Ly_é & Wollescote: - its name from the Saxon word ‘ley’ or ‘lea’ signifying

brick-making, galvanising and, in particular, the hollowware untilled land or pasture. On a map of 1625 the area is shown

trade and the production of frost cogs.The success and prosperit as ‘Ye Lye’ and up to the present day it has always been referred
P g PrOsper ey g A P P Y. b
which these trades brought to the town was reflected in its fine . Tha L)/e &ellollescote to by its inhabitants as ‘The Lye’. ‘Wulthere’ was an Anglo-Saxon

buildings, many constructed around the turn of the 19th/20th personal name which, in 1275, became ‘Wulfrescote’ and

The Black Country townships of The Lye & Wollescote HaiEp—

are situated due east of Stourbridge within easy reach Ve —=/VIJS ' =*
of the M5, where the A458 and A4306 cross.

centuries. Their distinctive architecture was largely due to subsequently ‘Wollescote’.
two men: Owen Freeman, manager of a local brickworks and :

accomplished architect, and Thomas Robinson of Stourbridge, In the mid 17th century a community of impoverished

designer of the Lye and Wollescote Cemetery Chapels opened 4 N N\ squatters settled on an area of common land known as the ‘Waste’
in 1879. A, / RN NSy situated abb_ut half a mile from the. centre of the main hamlet of
£ B A 4458 ) % The Lye.They built their crude ‘mud’ dwellings from the clay
A century ago the High Street, dominated then as now by K THENE 2 pas? ~ found in that area, and began making nails as a domestic industry.
Rhodes Buildings, was a thriving thoroughfare with shOps of 3 s~ WOLLESCOTE HALESOWEN e _T__hgy i__s_o_la__ted_ t_h;e__mse_'lves frt)m the rest of the inhabitants and it
every description, many of them family-run busmesses.Ta:llors, < was the bi‘ri‘ldii‘ig"' of the first nonconformist chapel on the Waste,
drapers and milliners intermingled with butchers, bakers, ‘and later Christ Church in ngh Street, which eventually drew
grocers, fruiterers and fishmongers with several publlc houses s Imile the two commu"" ’tfi‘és togeth-e a
thrown in for good measure. :.-._‘—.'_"‘?.'fl:-._ S FER “ L \.
e '_-:..} £ ,'. : Parking for the Town Walking Trail, and the start of the short Driving Tour, is to
- 'With massive redevelopment in the 19668 the ngh Street 3 the rear of Christ Church off the A458 Lye By-pass, Orchard Lane. Access to Lye

High Street is via a short alleyway alongside the Church. Refreshments are

of today has changed c0n51derably, but above

i available at ‘The Windsor Castle’ near Lye Cross.

"f\ronts and amongst its exotic eeﬁlng places, lt§
'-':'afnd archltecture can Stlll be folgﬁéf‘ -

Step back in time and discover more about the peoplefrom the past on
the ‘History in the Headstones’Lye & Wollescote Cemetery Trail. Pick up
a leaflet at Lye Library in the High Street or from ‘The Hadcroft’ on the

A4036, approx. 500 yards beyond Cemetery Road.

Leaflet published by the West Midlands Historic Design: Maltings Partnership o ) e
Buildings Trust as part of the project to conserve the Text: Jean Weston/Marlene Price r
Lye & Wollescote Cemetery Chapels, with thanks for Photographic Acknowledgements: ¢ I h e Lye & WO I | e S C Ote
the support of the Heritage Lottery Fund and other Pat Dunn; Dj Photography; Sue Pope ¥ 3 -
charitable organisations. Architectural information: .
Books: Yale University Press I
The L}/e &Wollescote Cemeter}' and Chapels: History qf %
aVictorian Cemetery Website: www.lyeandwollescote.info
The Lost Twenty Nine:WW1 Commemorative book [ L da Ik 1 ng an d D rivi ng R ou t es
(See website for stockists) Published: 2015
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